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Family is Everything /
Time Heals all Wounds? 
Inkjet Print
13”x19”

Still-life with Dad
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

She’s Strong but She’s Tired
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

Core Memories with Dad: 
Makeup Performance #1 / #2
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

Bite the Hand that Feeds You
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

“Cottage Cheese”
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

Recreating Core Memories 
with Dad ft. Sisters & Niece
#1 - #4
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

What Remains
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

Darkroom Performance
#1 - #6
Silver Gelatin Print 
8”x10”

Zoom University #1 - #6
Inkjet Print 
8”x10”

Thrifting & Thriving
Graphic Design /
Photography 
13”x19”

Sew Innovative
Graphic Design /
Photography 
13”x19”

Power of Permanence
Graphic Design /
Photography 
13”x19”

43 Tiles Campaign 
Graphic Design /
Photography 
8”x10”

Dysmorphic #1 / #2
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”

Minjoo’s Journey #1 - #4
Inkjet Print 
13”x19”
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MaKinlie Jade Hennes was born in Belleville, Kansas, but was 
raised in the country on a farm nestled between Downs, 
Osborne and Tipton, Kansas. Family members share with 
Hennes that she has expressed her creativity through fashion, 
drawing, painting, photography, dance, singing and 
performing for as long as they could remember; meaning this 
career path came as no surprise to anyone. Hennes is the 
daughter of Kelli, a kindergarten teacher and the late Jason 
Hennes, a blue-collar man of many trades. Jason Hennes 
struggled with addiction and took his own life when Hennes 
was 15-years-old, leaving her behind as well as her mother and 
two sisters. Hennes attended and graduated from Lakeside 
High School in Downs, Kansas; the school district her mother 
teaches for. After high school, Hennes attended Fort Hays State 
University and obtained a BFA in Graphic Design, graduating 
Cum Laude in 2019.

MaKinlie Hennes recently graduated from Fort Hays State 
University with an Master of Fine Arts degree in Intermedia 
with concentrations in Photography, Performance Art and 
Graphic Design. Hennes has been working with digital 
photography for four years, and continues to learn and 
experiment with her evolving practice each year. She also 
recently began learning the darkroom process and is excited 
to implement this medium into her work. Formally, she focuses 
on textures, dramatic lighting, and black and white and color 
digital editing. Hennes’ work is centered around advocacy, 
storytelling, honest vulnerability, and the autonomy over the 
sense of self. She enjoys sharing her own experiences as well 
as the stories of others. Photo work from Hennes has been 
shown in various gallery shows throughout the Hays and 
surrounding communities, including the Moss-Thorns Gallery 
of Art and Patricia A. Schmidt Gallery at Fort Hays State 
University, the Colby Prairie Museum of Art and History, the 
FHSU Art and Design: Fortitude and Persistence show at the 
Hays Arts Center and more.

MAKINLIE JADE HENNES
Artist Bio





GOOD GRIEF
Thesis Statement

Good Grief explores the intersectionalities of my life thus far 
and culminates the joys and despairs of my experiences over 
the past twenty-five years. Through an intense technical 
approach, I create images through the darkroom, self 
portraiture, experimentation in performance, documentation, 
institutional critiques, collage and abstract methods. Each 
image is carefully controlled and curated for your viewing; 
more and more details reveal themselves the longer you look. 
My body of work focuses on topics of trauma, mental illness, 
family dynamics, healing, social practice art, social justice 
activism, diversity, equity and inclusion and aspires to 
normalize the conversation around tough social issues.

The central themes found in my photographic work are an 
exploration of identity (self or others), trauma, and the 
vulnerability to share deep, emotional wounds. Above all, my 
work is centered around advocacy and visual storytelling while 
emphasizing the voice of my subjects. Even when working with 
self portraits, I intentionally frame and crop images to represent 
an ambiguous figure. I am not just sharing my story; I am 
sharing ours—the human experience. I aim to tell stories and 
share perspectives—the subject matter rarely depicts a universal 
experience, yet the emotion conveyed has the potential to 
unite masses through a shared understanding of that emotion. 
Vulnerability and raw honesty are two values I hold very dear 
among my practice. I aim to be as authentic as possible with 
what I create by capturing raw, genuine emotions. I prioritize 
honesty due to commercial/editorial photographic work having 
a long history of selling lies to consumers through retouched 
and heavily altered images in media, which then set a social 
standard moving forward. 

Formally, I use a full frame Canon Rebel TSI 6 implementing 
natural and artificial lighting. I work in both digital black and 
white and color depending on my subject matter and the 
emotions I am attempting to convey. Overall, Good Grief 
represents the turmoils of my existence as well as the 
continued implications projected onto those around us derived 
from the society we try to heal within. 



FAMILY IS EVERYTHING/
TIME HEALS ALL WOUNDS?

Inkjet Print
13”x19”

#1



#2 CORE MEMORIES WITH DAD:
MAKEUP PERFORMANCE #1 / #2

Inkjet Print
13”x19”



#3 STILL-LIFE WITH DAD
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#4 RECREATING CORE MEMORIES WITH
DAD FT. SISTERS & NIECE #1 - #4

Inkjet Print
13”x19”



#5 WHAT REMAINS
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#6 SHE’S STRONG BUT SHE’S TIRED
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#7 BITE THE HAND THAT FEEDS YOU
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#8 “COTTAGE CHEESE”
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#9 DYSMORPHIC #1 / #2
Inkjet Print

13”x19”



#10 DARKROOM PERFORMANCE
#1 - #6

Silver Gelatin Print
8”x10”



#11 MINJOO’S JOURNEY
#1 - #4

Inkjet Print
13”x19”



#12 ZOOM UNIVERSITY
#1 - #6

Inkjet Print
8”x10”



#13 THRIFTING & THRIVING
Graphic Design / Photography

13”x19”



#14 SEW INNOVATIVE
Graphic Design / Photography

13”x19”



#15 POWER OF PERMANENCE
Graphic Design / Photography

13”x19”



#16 43 TILES CAMPAIGN
Graphic Design / Photography

8”x10”



Scott City, KS 785.412.0141

2023 MFA Graduate Exhibition: Good Grief, Hays Arts Council Annex: 1010 Main Gallery, Hays, KS
2021 FHSU Digital Photo: harmony + tensions, Hays Public Library, Hays, KS
2019 BFA Senior Exhibition: Eventide, Moss-Thorns Gallery of Art, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

CURATORIAL PROJECTS

2022-Now Graphic Designer / Photographer, Nex-Tech Wireless, Hays, KS

2019-2021 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS:
Graphic Design 1-3, University 101

2018-2021 Student Graphic Designer, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

2017-2023 Freelance Graphic Designer, MaKinlie Hennes, Scott City, KS 

EXPERIENCE

EDUCATION
2022 MFA in Intermedia with Concentrations in: Photography, Performance Art and Graphic Design,

Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2019 BFA in Graphic Design, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

GRANTS / AWARDS

2020 Marva J & Dorothy M Lange Family Scholarship
2020 Earl O and Winona M Field Art Scholarship
2022 iPad Grant Project, WeKan Students, Social Practice Art

Earl O and Winona M Field Art Scholarship2019

EXHIBITIONS
2023 MFA Graduate Exhibition: Good Grief, Hays Arts Council Annex: 1010 Main Gallery, Hays, KS
2022 Fortitude II, Hays Arts Council, Hays, KS

2021 FHSU Traveling Exhibition, Lincoln Arts Center, Lincoln, KS
2021 FHSU Digital Photo: harmony + tensions, Hays Public Library, Hays, KS

2021 Graduate Student Exhibition, Fort Hays State University, Moss-Thorns Gallery, Hays, KS
2021 FHSU Traveling Exhibition, Prairie Museum of Art and History, Colby, KS

2021 Fortitude & Persistence, Hays Arts Council, Hays, KS
2021 FHSU Graduate Exhibition, Hays Arts Council Annex, Hays, KS

2019 Paseo: Red Hot, Hays Arts Council Annex, Hays, KS
2019 Paseo: Colorwave, Hays Arts Council Annex, Hays, KS
2019 Eventide BFA Senior Graphic Design Exhibition, Moss-Thorns Gallery of Art, Hays, KS

2020 Paseo: No. 3, Hays Arts Council Annex, Hays, KS

2019 FHSU Annual Student Honors Exhibition, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2018 FHSU Annual Student Honors Exhibition, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

MAKINLIE JADE HENNES
CV



hennes.makinlie@gmail.com www.makinliehennes.com

2022 Microaggressions & Racial Battle Fatigue Lecture: Dr. Angel Jones, Arts for Social Change, Hays, KS
2022 For Aspiring Co-Conspiritors Workshop: Dr. Angel Jones / Dr. Kate Slater, FHSU Arts for Social Change

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS

2022 FACT Workshop, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

2020 James Victore Lecture / Workshop, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2020 Jess T. Dugan Artist Talk / Portfolio Review, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2019 AIGA Portfolio 1-On-1 Reviews, 2018-2019, Fort Hays State University, Minneapolis, MN
2019 Lauren Hom Typography Workshop, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2018 Stefan Kunz Typography Workshop, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

2021 AIGA Spotlight Series Workshop: Procreate, Thomas Giebler, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS
2021 Drew Wilson Lecture / Workshop, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

2021 AIGA Spotlight Series Workshop: Photography, Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS

2020 Artist Lecture, Sterling College, Sterling, KS
2020 Shark Tank Graphic Design Judge, Sterling College, Sterling, KS

2021-2022 The Collaborative Art Project, Amy Schmierbach

2022 iPad Grant Project, WeKan Students, Amy Schmierbach
2022 Center for Art and Design Community Pantry, Social Practice Art, Amy Schmierbach
2022 43 Tiles Campaign, MaKinlie Hennes

2021-2022 Artistic Mentorship, WeKan Students, Amy Schmierbach
2021-2022 FACT Workshop, WeKan Students, DSNWK, Amy Schmierbach

SOCIAL PRACTICE PROJECTS
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CV





THANK YOU
Credits

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitue for Fort 
Hays State University, the Department of Art and 
Design, my Graduate Committee, Professors, 
collegues, students, friends and family for extending 
their knowlege and resources throughout my 
collegiate journey. I owe a piece of my success to each 
one of you.

However, the biggest thank you is owed to you, as the 
audience, for attending my show and taking the time 
to look through this catalog. Hopefully my dark and 
twisted world touched your heart and left your mind 
reeling with introspection. Until next time...




